
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Annual Report to the People 



 

 

Ona White Wing Garvin 

Executive Director of Health 

Greetings from the Executive Director 
 

From the Executive Director of Health:  Hini kara gi wii! 

 

The Department of Health has over 200 employees who work in two clinics, one 

located in Black River Falls and one located in Baraboo.  Along with two primary 

clinics there are satellite health offices in La Crosse, Tomah, Nekoosa and 

Wittenberg, Wisconsin.  Medical care is provided at our primary Clinics and 

Community Health services are provided in our satellite offices. Tribal members 

outside of the State of Wisconsin can be assisted by our At-Large health program     

for information on how to access available health services. 

 

The Wainaisguni Hocira- House of Wellness and Ho-Chunk Health Care Center are 

both accredited through the Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care.  

Accreditation requires us to provide and promote high quality patient care and 

performance measures for our Clinics.  Community Health is currently seeking 

Public Health Accreditation. 

 

This year we negotiated a Self -Governance Compact with Indian Health Service authorized by Title V of the Indian 

Self Determination and Education Assistance Act, which gives the Nation the power to decide how federal programs, 

services, functions and activities will be carried out.  This Compact strengthens the government- to- government 

relationship and upholds the United States trust responsibility to the Ho-Chunk Nation.  The Compact also enables us 

to better fit the needs of the Nation, to enhance effectiveness and long-term financial stability of the Nation and 

streamline federal Indian Health Service Bureaucracy.   Self-Governance permits an orderly transition from federal 

domination of programs and responsibility of providing health services to the Nation.   

 

Dr. Feras Alkhader, Dentist, was hired one year ago. He has been very busy this first year helping tribal members and 

employees with dental needs.  Dr. Rachel Lundberg, Optometrist, joined our team in July, 2017.  They are both located 

at the Ho-Chunk Health Care Center in Black River Falls, Wisconsin.  Additionally, Dr. Neil Cox, M.D, will be at the 

Ho-Chunk Health Care Center full-time in September, 2017.  We are continuing recruitment efforts for Doctors and 

health professionals.  Our Physicianôs Assistants, Family Nurse Practitioners and Nurses will continue their excellent 

services to our people, further strengthened by these additions to our staff. 

 

The Nation is in need of combating the devastating results of drug abuse.  It has been a sad year due to the overdose 

death of many of our young relatives and friends.  A Tribal Action Plan has been written to mobilize all of the 

resources we have in the Nation and also get more resources to assist us in our efforts.   Our Behavioral Health 

program has many demands made for immediate treatment.  Please remember an Intake Specialist must ask for a brief 

explanation of a clientôs needs.  This aids in effective scheduling with mental health 

clinicians or substance abuse counselors, and/or arranging for in patient/outpatient 

treatment before a comprehensive plan is established.   All information is kept 

confidential regarding cases we treat. 

 

Exemplary work continues in Community Health, Environmental Health, Medical 

Services, Pharmacy and Quality Improvement in building a strong mind, body and spirit 

together. 

Ahuskaiiga 

Ona White Wing Garvin 

 

Virginia DeFord 

Clinic Office Manager for the 

Executive Director 



 

 

Medical Services Staff 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

              

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Sue Christopherson 

Nurse Practitioner 
Chris Seguin     

Nurse Practitioner 

 

 

 

Dr. Amy DeLong, MD 

Medical Director 

Bethany Schilling 

Nurse Practitioner 

Dr. Chandra Reddy 

Physician 

Dr. Neil Cox 

Physician Dr. Carolyn Wakeman, 

Physician 

Dr. Karen Ailsworth 

Physician 

Dr. Thomas Zirkel 

Podiatrist 

Kiana Beaudin 

Physician Assistant 

Holly Rodenberg 

Nurse Educator 

Cari Ritter 

Physician Assistant/ 

Health Educator 



 

 

Charmaine Brandt  

Laboratory Supervisor 

(HHCC) 

Peggy Woychik  

Radiologist (HHCC) 

Joseph Sanders 

Laboratory Technician 

(HHCC) 

Annie Wostal-Bender 

Radiologist (HOW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomasa Chavez  

Clinic Nurse (HHCC) 
Alissa Ginkowski 

Clinic Nurse (HHCC) 
Angela Gardner  

Clinic Nurse (HHCC) 

Jennifer Koebler 

Clinic Nurse (HHCC) 
Rosa Blackdeer 

Clinic Nurse (HHCC) 

Brittany Niemeyer      

Clinic Nurse        

Supervisor (HOW) 

 

Tracey McReath         

Clinic Nurse (HOW) 
Elizabeth Anderson 

Certified Medical 

Assistant (HOW) 

Carol Whipp        

Certified Medical 

Assistant (HOW) 

Missy Hubing        

Certified Medical 

Assistant (HHCC) 

Carol Koch   

Laboratory 

Technician (HOW) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Heather Beal 

Optometry Technician 

(HOW) 

Dr. Laurie Haun   

Optometrist 

(HOW) 

 

Dr. Rachel Lundberg   

Optometrist (HHCC) 

 

Stephanie Heller   

Optometry Technician 

(HHCC) 

 

Dr. Charles Lau   

Dentist (HOW) 

 

Jennifer Luce   

Dental Hygienist 

(HOW) 

 

Misty Newkirk   

Dental Assistant II 

(HOW) 

 

Amy Clark     

Dental Assistant II 

(HOW) 

Cindy Wyss 

Dental Assistant 

 

Loula Krause     

Dental Assistant 

Alison Cleveland 

Dental Assistant 

(HHCC) 

Sally Zager 

Dental Hygienist 

(HHCC) 

 

Dr. Feras Alkhader  

Dentist (HHCC) 


